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1 Check out the fun facts where we describe our town,
its history and some quirky stats!

Our thanks to the Lightning Ridge Historical Society
for much of this information =~ www.lrhs.org.au

Please note this map is not to scale

Lightning Ridge is named after an event that occurred some time prior to 1880,
when a drover and a flock of 600 sheep were struck dead by lightning on one of the
3 ironstone ridges in the area. When, where and whether it actually happened are a
mystery lost to the annals of folklore and oral storytelling. Many versions of the story
exist, all with different details. The only consistency between them is that the strike
happened on an ironstone ridge that was crossed by the travelling stock route

The lightning strike incident is told in an interview with the late Elder Fred Reece,
born in 1890. His nanny drove past the site in the 1870s with her employer, Katie
4 Langloh Parker of Bangate Station

In 1999, a historical marker was placed on a break in the ironstone ridge on the Castlereagh Highway

(the modern equivalent of the tmvelling stock route), commemorating the lightning strike
The marker was placed by the Historical Society in association with local council an
who granted use of the ridge as a rest area

One of the earliest opal fields, McDonald’s Six Mile, is located on the high ridge above the old

Government Tank, to the east of the Castlereagh Highway which follows the path of the old
?' travelling stock route

In 1908, Charlie Nettleton sank his first shaft on McDonald’s Six Mile,
under employ of Joe Beckett and William Ferris’s mining syndicate.
The shaft was sunk to 50 feet, and no payable opal was found

First Shaft sunsets at the end of the Green Car Door Tour are often magical.
8 Take an esky, nibbles, camp chairs, watch the sun go down and stay late to
see the Milky Way and satellites. Check out the Beer Can House, the Abraxas Maze
and Nettleton’s First Shaft
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The cemetery was surveyed along
with the current town layout in 1907,
however the earliest graves on the
site date back to 1905. Many graves
within the cemetery are unknown due
to poor record keeping during the mid-
twentieth century. As a result, there are
a number of white crosses marked simply e —
as “Unknown”. Many of these graves are
the graves of miners and their families
between 1905 and 1970. Burial records
have been meticulously kept since 1970,
so more modern graves are marked
with accuracy
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The name “Lightning Ridge” &
was officially gazetted in 1963, %?Pg
and the town was o[eolomed by .&Oﬁ
Western Lands in 1980 |V “New Town” — Lightning Ridge,
1 1 — the town as we now know it, was A
D A7 surveyed in 1907 along with the _ﬂ_

Lightning Ridge _s#z%
8 Black Opal Country

Try your hand at noodling
for opal at the
Visitors Centre
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The Three Mile is one
of the most historically
significant and productive
opal fields at Lightnin?
Ridge. Located roughly
three miles northwest of
Sim’s Hill along the main
ridge, it was the site of
the second major rush
in the district, beginning
in 1908. For much of the
early 20th century, it was
regarded as the richest
opal producing field
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Lié;htning Ridge Cemetery, both on
land least likely to be opal bearing. At
that time, the population of the area
was concentrated at two settlements,
Wallangulla or “Old Town” situated at

Sim’s Hill, and Nettleton which was
located on the Three Mile Flat, below
Lunatic Hill

Following the surveying of the new town, pressure >

was put on business owners at both older
settlements to relocate to the New Town. An
ultimatum was delivered to the people of the
Wallangulla settlement in 1911, with the Old Town
wrapped up by 1913

The most frequent activity at the
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Potch Point is an opal field located between Bald Hill
and Bill de Boer’s. It was named for the abundance of
potch (common opal without play of colour) found

in the area. Despite this, several valuable _
patches of gem quality opal were also &
PecovePeg. The field was <
discovered around 1912
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N Canfell’s is an early opal field located about a
quarter of a mile north-east of the original town

centre

The field was not discovered by the Canfell
brothers, despite the name. Stuart Lloyd
attributes the find to Bob Buckley, although
the best claims on the field were later worked
by Mick, Tom, and Jim Canfell, along with Ned
Hanlon, Kirk & Maher, and Archie Gillespie

The Canfell brothers were shearers who began
mining at the Ridge around 1903, and were among
the earliest miners on the field. They reportedly
found gem-quality black opal within a week of
reaching the level, followed b?/ a second find
described as “enough to fill a lady’s stocking”

Canfell’s was known for its quality opal. Miner George Low
described it as “always gem stuff.” Opal was worked at
depths between two and thirty feet, with the main level

running evenly through the hill

The ground near the crest reached around 20 feet deep

According to The Lightning Ridge Book by Stuart Lloyd,
the field had produced £76,000 by 1967

There are 1,860
post office boxes
available! 5

Water park and
Olympic 10 metre
diving pool

Street names reflect our history, mining,
geology, opal formation, opal field names,

historical characters and legends
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The Lightning Flash newspaper, known as “The Flash”, was a newspaper
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The Bald Hill opal field was discovered in 1915 by Snowy Brown and
Jack Regan. The field lies to the north of the surveyed town, on the
edge of the ridge before the great black soil plain to the east

The field was named for its lack of trees. Trees are often considered
a surface indicator of opal, and Bald Hill clearly is an exception

The opal level at Bald Hill is between 40 and 50 feet, although one
shaft was sunk to 100 feet with eleven opal-bearing levels.
According to The Lightning Ridge Book by Stuart Lloyd, the field

N produced £122,000 worth of opal by 1967
£
The Lightning Ridge Artesian Bore Baths were established in the early N
1960s, offering hot mineral waters drawn from the Great Artesian
Basin. Still in regular use today, the baths are a distinctive feature of o
the Ridge, and a popular meeting place after a long day on the opal o
fields, mining or touring 2
(074
The baths are fed by Llanillo Bore No. II, which was sunk in 1960—61 +
for the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission (WCIC). The =
bore was sunk by John Smith and his offsider Kevin Dawson. The T
Llanillo Trust, made up of regional graziers, funded the bore at a cost 3

of around £70,000. It was one of the last EOPeS in New South Wales D
permitted to feed open bore drains 3\ <
=] O
Today the baths are open 22 hours a day, seven days a week i -g
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE! 2
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Outback Opal Hunters has taken Australian opal mining to the world

Launched in 2018 (Discovery Channel) and now having exceeded 100

episodes, the show is watched by an estimated 200 million people in
over 100 countries

OOH follows the fortunes (and misfortunes) of opal miners
from Winton, Lightnin Rid%eg White Cliffs, Andamooka
and Coober Pedy

The single most expensive opal mined to date in the
history of the show was mined in Lightning Ridge

Sim’s Hill at the top of the Red Car Door Tour is one of the highest points
in the district at 193 metres above sea level. Tt is the beginning of the
ridge that runs west to the Castlereagh Highway

It was the earliest commercial opal field, and the site of the first opal rush
in 1905. Sim’s Hill produced mostILseam opal at a depth between 2 and 45
feet (some reports say 80 feet), but some nobby opal was also found. The

seam is said to have had colour bars up to an inch thick

Please turn over page

to find grid references for tours, opal shops, attractions,
pubs & clubs, food & beverage, motels, van parks
/camping/farm stay, cabins/cottages/Airbnbs,
& car door tour starting points

Supermarket
[T Public Toilets
B Petrol Station
&£k Bank & ATM

S

O Visitors Information Centre
% Free Opal Fossicking Area
A Churches

g Post Office
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airport is the Royal Flying Doctor Service
that takes critical care patients to Dubbo

( and beyond for urgent treatment.

| AirLink provides a twice weekly service

\\ to/from Dubbo with connections to Sydney.

\\ Recreational flyers also arrive from time to time

Head to the three “bush pubs” at the Grawin
Opal Fields, approx. 40 minutes drive west.
17’ Great tucker, opal fossicking, seriously off-grid
camp life. There are dirt road once out at the
Grawin, so please check at the Visitors Centre
for road conditions prior to travelling

Stanley the 18 metre high Emu is the \\

creation of local artist John Murray, ||

erected in May 2013.

Stanley welcomes travellers to Lightning '\
Ridge arriving from the south along the

Castlereagh Highway
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The Black Hand is a sign on the Three Mile “\_
Road along the Yellow Car Door Tour. N——————

In the 1960s, a large hand to the wrist sign M

with the index finger pointing to the west, was a landmark.
There was an opal ring on the fourth finger and wide bracelet
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LIGHTNING RIDGE AIRPORT
The LRTA takes no responsibility

for any damage to vehicles or injury to any persons
regarding driving vehicles on any unsealed roads — in
particular Car Door Tours & The Grawin. Drive at your own
risk. Rental cars should not be driven on unsealed roads.
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servicing Lightning Ridge and surrounding areas from 1969 to 1998.
The newspaper formed in 1969, and was printed by Marcia Bodewes
in her kitchen. Management of the Lightning Flash transitioned several
times, with ownership by Robina Boardman from 1972. The Flash
transitioned to offset printing in 1977. Glennis and Ron Canlin ran the
paper from 1985 and Pam and Rod Elkington from 1996, with the final
three issues produced by Francine and Alan Mateer in 1998

<) Pharmacy

(#) Hospital & Medical Centre
Caravan Dump Point

B Prolice Station

f® Multipurpose Centre

’%‘ Airport

Artwork by Noa Nicolson www.designandmediaworks.com

The logo featuring a cloud and lightning bolt was designed by famous
Lightning Ridge artisan Julius Dietzius. The Flash was a source of
local news, with local organisations regularly contributing columns
along with editorials, letters to the editor and news from government
departments such as the New South Wales Mines Department

The famous “Halley’s Comet” black opal nobby, weighing 1,982.5 carats, was found in the Lunatic Hill open cut
in 1986 and is recorded in the Guinness Book of Records as the largest black opal nobby ever at that time



